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LOS ANGELES CHILDREN’S CHORUS
RINGS IN THE SEASON WITH SPECIAL GUEST, 
ACCLAIMED OPERA SINGER SUSAN GRAHAM, AND 
MEMBERS OF LOS ANGELES PHILHARMONIC IN A PROGRAM FEATUING
A WORLD PREMIERE BY PAUL GIBSON, SUBLIME CLASSICAL WORKS,
HOLIDAY CAROLS AND POIGNANT READINGS 

Sunday, December 3, 2017, 7 pm, at Walt Disney Concert Hall

The Program, Part of Los Angeles Philharmonic’s “Sounds About Town” Series, also Includes 
Works by Dale Trumbore, Nick Strimpel, Bach, Holst, Vivaldi, Debussy, Praetorius and Thompson;
and Readings by ee cummings, Kenneth Grahame, Theodore Roethke, 
Robert Louis Stevenson, St. Francis of Assisi and Others

Los Angeles Children’s Chorus (LACC), one of the world’s foremost children’s choirs, rings in the holidays with special guest, Grammy Award-winning opera singer Susan Graham, and members of the Los Angeles Philharmonic in a concert featuring the world premiere of Los Angeles-based composer Paul Gibson’s Ring Out, Wild Bells – based on Tennyson’s beloved poem and arranged for chorus, organ, strings and handbells – as well as a range of sublime classical works, joyful holiday carols and poignant readings on Sunday December 3, 2017, 7 pm, at Walt Disney Concert Hall, as part of the LA Philharmonic’s prestigious “Sounds About Town” series.  LACC Artistic Director Anne Tomlinson leads the program of musical selections interspersed with readings drawn from such universal themes as creation, hope and change by ee cummings, Kenneth Grahame, Theodore Roethke, Robert Louis Stevenson, St. Francis of Assisi and Fra Giovanni Giocondo.  
“This evening of music and poetry was inspired by ‘A Festival of Lessons and Carols,’ a cherished annual Christmas Eve tradition introduced in 1918 by King’s College Choir in Cambridge, England, that touches on universal human experiences through thoughtful verse and moving song and has been broadcast around the globe by the BBC every holiday since 1930,” says Tomlinson.  
In addition to Gibson’s work, LACC performs Kim André Arneson’s Even When He is Silent and This Christmastide by British Academy Award-winning composer Donald Fraser, and reprises Dale Trumbore’s Breathe in Hope, which was commissioned for and premiered by the Chorus in May.  Graham joins the Chorus for the holiday carols O Holy Night, A Christmas Lullaby and Now Have Good Day by Derek Holman.  The eclectic program also includes Thompson’s Velvet Shoes and Choose Something Like a Star; “Bereite dich, Zion” from Bach’s Christmas Oratorio; Praetorius’s Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming; “Et exultavit” and “Esurientes” from Vivaldi’s Magnificat; “Hymn to Dawn” from Holst's Rig Veda, a collection of hymns inspired by the composer’s interest in Sanskrit and Hindu religion and poetry; and Debussy’s Noël des enfants qui n’ont plus de maisons.
Five of LACC’s highly regarded ensembles perform separately and combined.  Tomlinson conducts the chorus’s Concert Choir and Chamber Singers; Associate Artistic Director Mandy Brigham leads the Intermediate Choir; Diana Landis leads the Apprentice Choir; and Dr. Steven Kronauer conducts the Young Men’s Ensemble. 
Tickets start at $20; children 10 and under are half price.  (Suitable for children ages 6 and up.)  For tickets and information, visit www.lachildrenschorus.org/sounds-about-town or call (626) 793-4231.  Walt Disney Concert Hall is located at 111 South Grand Avenue at First Street in downtown Los Angeles.

SUSAN GRAHAM – hailed as “an artist to treasure” by the New York Times – rose to the highest echelon of international performers within just a few years of her professional debut, mastering an astonishing range of repertoire and genres along the way. Her operatic roles span four centuries, from Monteverdi’s Poppea to Sister Helen Prejean in Jake Heggie’s Dead Man Walking, which was written especially for her.  She won a Grammy Award for her collection of Ives songs, and her recital repertoire is so broad that 14 composers from Purcell to Sondheim are represented on her most recent Onyx album, Virgins, Vixens & Viragos.  This distinctly American artist has also been recognized throughout her career as one of the foremost exponents of French vocal music.  Although a native of Texas, Graham was awarded the French government’s prestigious “Chevalier de la Légion d’Honneur,” both for her popularity as a performer in France and in honor of her commitment to French music.
LOS ANGELES CHILDREN’S CHORUS is recognized throughout the country for its exceptional artistic quality and technical ability.  Founded in 1986 and led by Tomlinson since 1995, LACC serves more than 400 children ages 6 to 18 through six choirs – Preparatory, Apprentice, Intermediate, Concert, Chamber Singers and Young Men’s Ensemble for boys with changing voices – and offers First Experiences in Singing classes and a First Experiences in Choral Singing Ensemble for 6-8-year-olds.  LACC has been described as “hauntingly beautiful” (Los Angeles Times), “astonishingly polished” (Performances Magazine), “extraordinary in its abilities” (Culture Spot LA), and “one heck of a talented group of kids” (LA Weekly).  Recipient of Chorus America’s 2014 Margaret Hillis Award for Choral Excellence, the nation’s highest choral honor, LACC has toured North and South America, Africa, China, Japan, Australia, New Zealand and Western and Eastern Europe.  LACC choristers can be heard on John Williams' latest recording, John Williams & Steven Spielberg: The Ultimate Collection, released in March 2017.  LACC also appears on the Los Angeles Master Chorale’s critically acclaimed Decca recording A Good Understanding, and Plácido Domingo’s Deutsche Grammophon recording Amore Infinito ("Infinite Love").  The subject of a trilogy of documentaries by Academy Award-winning filmmaker Freida Mock, LACC is featured in the Academy Award-nominated Sing!, about a year in the life of the Chorus; Sing Opera!, documenting the production of the LACC-commissioned family opera Keepers of the Night; and Sing China!, chronicling its groundbreaking tour to China just prior to the Beijing Olympics.  LACC has performed with John Mayer on NBC's “The Tonight Show” and has also been featured on PBS’s “Great Performances,” BBC Radio, and Public Radio International's nationally syndicated show “From the Top,” among other credits.  
EDITORS, PLEASE NOTE:

WHO:
Los Angeles Children’s Chorus 
Anne Tomlinson, Conductor/Concert Choir/Chamber Singers
Mandy Brigham, Conductor/Intermediate Choir
Diana Landis, Conductor/ Apprentice Choir
Dr. Steven Kronauer, Conductor/Young Men’s Ensemble
Susan Graham, soprano
Catherine Karoly, flute
TBA, English horn
Nathan Cole, violin
Akiko Tarumoto, violin
John Hayhurst, viola
Jonathan Karoly, cello
TBA, harp
William Schmidt, organ
Robert Fernandez, percussion
TBA, handbells


PROGRAM:
  


PAUL GIBSON


Ring Out, Wild Bells (World Premiere)
THOMPSON


Velvet Shoes
BACH



Beriete dich, Zion from Christmas Oratorio
VIVALDI 


Et exultavit from Magnificat
VIVALDI 


Esurientes from Magnificat
NICK STRIMPLE

Mother and Child
Gregorian Chant

Veni Creator Spiritus
ADAM



O Holy Night
HOLST



Hymn to the Dawn from Rig Veda
THOMPSON


Choose Something Like a Star
DEBUSSY


Noël des enfants qui n’ont plus de maisons
KIM ANDRÉ ARNESON

Even When He is Silent
DALE TRUMBORE

Breathe in Hope
DONALD FRAISER

This Christmastide
DEREK HOLMAN

Now Have Good Day

+ readings from ee cummings, Kenneth Grahame, Theodore Roethke, Robert Louis Stevenson, St. Francis of Assisi and Fra Giovanni Giocondo

WHEN:
Sunday, December 3, 2017, 7:00 pm 
                                                                 

WHERE:                      
Walt Disney Concert Hall
111 S. Grand Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

TICKETS/INFORMATION:
tickets start at $20; (half-price for children 10 and under)
(626) 793-4231           
www.lachildrenschorus.org/sounds-about-town
(suitable for children age 6 and older)
# # #

Program and artists subject to change                                                                                                 
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